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From Printz Honor winner and Your Own, Sylvia author Stephanie Hemphill comes this fictionalized

account of the Salem Witch trials from three of the real young women living in Salem in 1692. Ann

Putnam Jr. is the queen bee. When her father suggests a spate of illnesses in the village is the

result of witchcraft, she puts in motion a chain of events that will change Salem forever.  Mercy

Lewis is the beautiful servant in Ann's house who inspires adulation in some and envy in others.

With her troubled past, she seizes her only chance at safety.  Margaret Walcott, Ann's cousin, is

desperately in love. She is torn between staying loyal to her friends and pursuing a life with her

betrothed.With new accusations mounting against the men and women of the community, the girls

will have to decide: Is it too late to tell the truth?
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I'm not normally a historical fiction enthusiast and not that Wicked Girls is supposed to be an

accurate capturing of this period in history per say, but there was something about the cover and

description of this book that had me really wanting to get my hands on it. I will admit that while I still

don't consider myself to be a big fan of historical texts, I was glad I gave this book a

chance.Stephanie Hemphill took me by surprise by writing the entire book in verse (which had me

about as excited as I would be to go to the dentist) but actually turned out to be a great thing. She

turned my opinion around immediately. It may have been in verse, but to me it wasn't like the

daunting verse I read in school, this read more like a diary entry from each of the girls. From the



perspectives of three of the young girls who were accusers during the Salem Witch trials it was

almost spellbinding. I can't imagine it being as powerful if it had been written any other way.I've read

the historical accounts from the Salem trials in many classrooms, and who didn't see Winona Ryder

in The Crucible? So I knew what to expect in some way from this book, but just like before, as soon

as the action started I couldn't believe these young girls could possibly have wielded so much

power and such extremes as controlling the very lives and deaths of others. All sparking from the

desire to be noticed, jealousy of others, and outright greed and malicious natures, these girls held

and controlled the lives of an entire village. It terrifies me every time I think about it. Once the girls

get things moving, everything quickly gets way out of control, but what now? The only way to set

things right would be to confess all, and how can they do that? I admit I'd be scared to come clean

too.
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